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CONSCRIPTION NEWS 


In the next few weeks tremen- 
dous pressure will be put on Con- 
gress to do something at last 
about Universal Military Train- 
ing. Why has Congress done 
nothing about this bill through 
two years of drum beating? Be- 
cause, contrary to the impression 
you are constantly given over 
press and radio, the American 
people are not overwhelmingly 
for it,—in fact it is very doubtful 
if 50 per cent of them are for it. 
As Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, Chan- 
celor of the University of Chicago, 
declared flatly, ... “in speaking 
before groups all over the country 
. . . . I have found public senti- 
ment overwhelmingly against 
UMT. I found that to be so, des- 
pite certain polls that claim the 
program is popular. I am con- 
vinced that the questions put by 
these polls on this issue are not 
framed in such a way as to reveal 
what the public actually thinks 
about UMT.” He continued fur- 
ther, “UMT is extremely unpopu- 
lar among educators,’’—ana said 
that, despite the fact that Dr. 
Karl T. Compton, head of M.LT., 
is chairman of the President’s 
UMT commission, the educators 
who support UMT are a very 
small minority. 

Also the opposition to UMT in- 
ciudes organized labor, the Catho- 
lic Church, most _ Protestant 
church bodies and even the Amer- 
ican Veterans’ Committee (the 
powerful progressive veteran 
groups which broke away from 
the old line American Legion be- 
cause of the Legion’s complete 
subservience to large business 
interests). The AVC _ declared 
that UMT did not offer America 
the best security, that it was an 
obsolete, brass-hat dream in con- 
trast to the scientific preparation 
and training needed today. 

BUT WAR DEPT. PROPA- 
GANDISTS continue to beat the 
drums. We have had a good many 
letters (which we haven’t been 
able to answer—just can’t get to 
all of them!), implying some 
doubt that our Government ever 
uses propaganda. Perhaps the 


information below will convince 
the most dubious: 
(continued on next page) 


OST-WAR GERMAN YOUTH, according to a correspond- 
ent for World Report, a business publication on world 
affairs, ‘‘have come to realize that the Nazi regime was corrupt 
and that their faith was misplaced. Now they have no faith, no 
aim in life, no hope, no future."” Then, quoting from a young 
German, the report continues, ‘But this young German says that 
help may come from the churches. “The churches,’ he explained, 
‘try to give young Germans ideals and hope for the future as well 
as material assistance in the various groups of Christian youth 
they have formed. .... from the church has come the only help 
for (youthful) vagrants, refugees and former prisoners of war.’ ”’ 
What's wrong with our Marshall plan? Billions for the 
steel industrialists, the shipping interests, the financiers, the manu- 
facturers, the agriculturists,—to help them get back on their feet. 
And in some areas more billions to help build up armies. But 
in all the Marshall Plan,—not one cent for the strengthening of 
the churches, not one word about the need for backing the spiritual 
forces of Europe. Yet a spokesman for German youth says that 
only the churches are giving German youth the hope and ideals, 
the real assistance they need. The problem of Europe centers in 
Germany,—the hope of Europe centers in the church. Can we 
meet the political and economic needs of men while we ignore the 
spiritual? But spiritual awakening never seems to come from the 
top down,—but from the ground up,—thropgh ovr own hearts 
and minds and through our churches. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 

IGANTIC ALASKAN DEFENSE PROJECTS are being 
launched and carried out, according to reports that con- 
tinue to come through, although there is usually a clamp on such 
news and the War Dept. tut-tuts it. True, there are no bombs 
being stacked in rows, no machine gun nests being built, but 
everything else is up there in huge quantities if you get into the 
right places..... and no one there allows himself to be kidded by 
Uncle Sam’s silk curtain. .... the stuff is all aimed at Russia... . 
Yet we accuse the Russians of being suspicious! Of course, the 
Russians are doing the same thing on the other side. . . . so we're 
both suspicious! That’s the way wars are made. Not by measures 
and counter-measures to reach understanding and create confidence, 

but by counter-measures that create greater distrust and fear. 


ECISIVE HOUR nears for the U. S. in Greece. As we have 
reported to you previously, the American Greek military aid 
plan hasn't been doing well, although the State Dept. is naturally 
putting out contrary statements to defend its policy. We have been 
in Greece nearly a year, yet all indications are that much more 
money will be needed if we are to carry out our plans there of 
creating a military and political bulwark against Russia. Here's 
what’s gone wrong: We have not been able to reform the Greek 
government. The civil war is getting worse instead of better; 
the infiltration has actually increased with American dollars com- 
ing in... . chiefly because the old aristocratic regime is succeeding 
in drawing this money into its own pockets instead of helping 
the Greek common people. Many of our officials are beginning 
to believe that the Greek government, still dominated by the old 
feudal aristocracy, is actually trying to prolong the civil strife to 
keep American aid flowing. 
(continued on next page) 


CAPITALISM 


The news channels are full of 
reports that Communists and So- 


_ Cialists are killing capitalism, but 


seldom if ever are there reports 
of how capitalists are killing capi- 


talism. This is usually because 
the guilty capitalists are big 
capitalists. 


For example, the Dept. of Jus- 
tice has brought an anti-trust 
suit in Federal court charging 
that the United Shoe Machinery 
Company has the entire shoe man- 
ufacturing industry in an illegal 
stranglehold. According to the 
Government attorneys, United has 
since 1930 bought up over four 
thousand patents, then “laid all 
but 363 of them on the shelf,” 
forcing shoe manufacturers to use 
“obsolete” machinery. United 
keeps control on the industry by 
refusing to sell shoe machinery 
to manufacturers,—it only leases 
the machinery, thus being able at 
any time to take machinery away 
from any shoe company that 
doesn’t keep in line. These prac- 
tices have helped keep manufac- 
turing costs up and thus make 
shoe costs high to the consumer. 


THE DUPONT COMPANY is 
also violating U. S. anti-trust 
laws by the cellophane monopoly 
which operates an international 
“cartel” in cellophane, churged the 
Dept. of Justice recently in a Fed~ 
eral court in Washington. The 
Dept. of Justice said that there 
are branches of this cartel in Eng- 
land, Canada, France and Ger- 
many. The charge that the Kalle 
Company of Germany is included 
in this cartel is revealing, since 
such ties between Ameriean and 
German corporations were sup- 
posedly broken by the war. The 
Government has asked that du- 
Pont sell some of these plants, to 
independent companies which 
would compete with them in man- 
ufacturing and selling cellophane. 


BIG FISH EAT LITTLE FISH 
A complaint has been filed with 
the Federal Trade Commission by 
a@ Rochester, N. Y., manufacturer, 
demanding that action be taken 
against the Ford Motor Co. for 
illegal restraint of trade and un- 

(continued on next page) 





CAPITALISM 


(continued) 





fair trade practices. The com- 
plaint states that the Rochester 
company had sold over a million 
valve springs to rebuilders of Ford 
Motors, but recently the orders 
have been cancelled.. According 
to the complaint, the cancellations 
came after the Ford representa- 
tives “demanded and required” 
that the rebuilders cancel the or- 
ders and buy similar materials 
from Ford. Furthermore, the 
complaint claims that the valve 
springs made by the Rochester 
company “are at least equal in 
quality” to the similar Ford 
springs—yet the price charged 
for the Ford springs is $75. a 


thousand, while the Rochester 
company’s springs are $35. a 
thousand. 


In another Dept. of Justice anti- 
trust suit, a “consent decree” was 
signed by the National Acme 
Company of Cleveland, whereby 
this concern promises to end its 
cartel agreements with a British 
and a German organization. This 
cartel, according to the Govern- 
ment “conspired to divide and 
control world markets” for high- 
speed machine tools. Such “con- 


sent decrees” are sometimes 
signed by companies in order to 
avoid further prosecution and 


public disclosure of the facts when 
they realize that the Dept. of 
Justice has evidence that will be 
difficult if not impossible to con- 
test. 

THE INTERNATIONAL TIN 
TRUST is getting ready for a 
squeeze play on the U. S., accord- 
ing to reports in financial circles. 
Enormous profits were made be- 
fore the war by selling tin to the 
U. S. for fifty cents a pound. But 
now we are paying seventy-six 
cents a pound for our tin (the 
U. S. buys all the tin we use 
through the RFC). And this con- 
tract is expiring and the foreign 
tin trust now ask $1.07 a pound— 
more than twice the pre-war price. 

Almost all of our tin has to be 
imported from Bolivia, British 
Malaya and the Dutch East In- 
dies,—the last two owned by 
British and Dutch interests, and 
they have agreed with the Boliv- 
ian tin tycoons to “sustain” prices. 

The U. S. built a tin smelter in 
Texas during the war—to turn 
imported ores into tin and so 
evade some of the high tin trust 
charges. Now, however, the Brit- 
ish and Dutch tin moguls have 
pressured “export restrictions” on 
tin ore through their govern- 
ments, thus our American smelter 
cannot get much ore and sv has 
been idle. 

It should be remembered that 
the British and Dutch billionaire 
tin mine owners would not have 
their mines today if thousands of 
American boys had not died to 
drive the Japanese out of Malaya 
and Southeast Asia where they 
had taken over the tin mines. 


X-Ray and Forecast Continued 


The big question now is—wili this military-political bol- 
stering ever pay out in Greece, or will we just get in deeper? Is our 
fear of Russia so great that we will go in deeper with money and 
manpower! If we put troops into Greece (and the rumors are 
thick in Washington that we will) anything can happen, for it 
is next door to Kussia. To give you an idea of what we mean— 
suppose Russia were financing a “Cuban Communist Govern- 
ment’ to ‘‘stem the tides of capitalism’’ and were moving Red 
army units into Havana! 


IG ENCOURAGEMENT can be found in the tact that—for 

the first time in history—indusitrial leaders who finance wars 

and provide the weapons, are being convicted as war criminals. 

The American War Crimes Court in Germany has been handing 

out convictions and prison sentences to some of the German indus- 

trialists for their collaboration with Hitler and their jeint respon- 
sibility for Nazi war crimes. 

But the most significant thing is that the American, news 
reports are giving very little atiention to tiiese convictions. When 
the hirelings of these great Naz: industrialists Goering, Hess, 
and the Nazi generals, were up for trial, full page spreads were a 
daily event in the American press. But wien those who were 
really responsible are on trial, the whole affair ts either suppressed 
entirely, or buried on the back pages. Why is this? It is because 
many of these German industrialists have been for years close 
associates in cartels and trade combines with many leading Ameri- 
can industrialists, men who still have tremendous influence in 
today’s America. These American interests do not think it is a 
healthy thing for the American peopie to become accustomed to 
seeing big financial and industrial figures brought to trial for 
causing a war..... Some of them are right now pushing vast new 
ventures—such as oil in the Near East—in such a dangerous and 
questionable manner as to warrant Congressional investigations. 
And it is significant that these Congressional inquiries are not led 
by anti-business New Deal or Democratic Congressmen but are 
being spear-headed by Republican figures in Congress (Between 
The Lines Dec. 8. '48). 

But even though the news is ignored or suppressed, we still 
say it is a healthy and encouraging thing that, for the first time 
in history, the men behind the scenes in war are being brought to 
trial. Every plain American citizen owes a great debt of gratitude 
to the forces within our Government, who with enormous ob- 
stacles thrown in their way to block such procedures, have pushed 
on to their goal. 


NDIA News reports over the past year have played up the 
violence and disturbances. ‘There is still turmoil and danger 
in India,—real civil war may break out at any moment... . but 
the average American is not getting a true and balanced picture of 
the progress that is being made which matches the birth of any 
great nation. Neither England nor America came to statehood 
peacefully. . . . there was violence and full-scale civil wars. But 
the truth is that, in spite of enormous difficulties yet to overcome, 
and the violence being reported, the two great nations of India, 
Moslem Pakistan and Hindu Nationalist India, are beginning to 
work together; many of the intricate industrial and financial prob- 
lems are being solved; business is beginning to recover and the 
religious leaders are showing signs of realizing that religion in 
India must be a force for peace and not for war. 
Hindu India is moving definitely toward socialism, while 
Pakistan remains too financially dependent on Hindu India to 
evidence any clear trend. 


MAHATMA GANDHI has been again taking the conscious- 
ness of Asia into his grasp through fasting. The West—-and 
even many missionaries who have served in India-—have failed 
to understand the significance of Gandhi. The Mahatma is not a 
mysterious saint. His greatness rests on the fact that he has 
learned how to apply great spiritual laws to the world of political 
and economic affairs. He has shown that there is more power in 
suffering than in guns, more strength in justice than in empire, 
more force in brotherhood than in racia! domination. Twenty- 
five years ago he and Hitler both started programs . . . each said 
he was going to change his world. Hitler openly said that he 
would use the power of brute force, suppression of truth and 

(continued on next page) 


CONSCRIPTION NEWS 


(continued) 

A report of the publicity and 
propaganda sub-committee of the 
House Committee on Expenditures 
in the Executive Departments of 
July, 1947 states “the evidence 
shows that the War Dept. is using 
Government funds in an improper 
manner for propaganda activities 
Supporting compulsory military 
training, or what is commonly re- 
ferred to as ‘universal military 
training’ .... We have brought 
these matters to the attention of 
the Dept. of Justice, with a re- 
quest that the Attorney General, 
at once, initiate proceedings to 
stop this unauthorized and illegal 
expenditure of public moneys . 
Government propaganda is de- 
signed, in most instances, to 
make the individual believe he is 
thinking for himself. In reality, 
Government propaganda distorts 
facts, with such authority that the 
person becomes prejudiced or 
biased in the direction which the 
Government propagandists wish 
to lead national thinking.” 


PERON and EDUCATION 


When Peron came to power in 
Argentina he had the powerful 
backing of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. By way of paying his 
debt to the Catholic Church for 
its support, he promptly placed 
all education under the direction 
and control of the church. Not 
only did this mean a whole new 
wave of suppression and persecu- 
tion for Protestant education in 
Argentina, but it has also brought 
a serious crisis to all secular 
higher education in the country. 
Carefully avoiding any mention of 
the church for obvious reasons, 
dispatches have appeared in a few 
of the larger American news- 
papers concerning the oppression 
of large numbers of university 
educators who refused to comply 
with the “educational reforms” 
issued by the new Government 
Education Control Board. 

Among the educators who have 
been oppressed and banned are 
such great names as Dr. Bernardo 
Houssay, Nobel prize winner, and 
others whose only crime is that 
they want to teach history and 
science as truth without bending 
their interpretations to suit the 
Catholic-Fascist viewpoints that 
are being demanded by the Peron 
regime. On Dec. 10, the N. Y. 
Times reported, as typical of what 
was occurring, the enforced dis- 
missal of Dr. Ricardo Rojas, worla 
famous historian who, as head of 
the literature department in the 
faculty of philosophy and letters 
at the University of Buenos Aires, 
had served with distinction for 
many years. Dr. Rojas was suc- 
ceeded by Homero M. Guglielmini 
who, the N. Y. Times report 
stated, “visited the U. S. in 1933 
on a Guggenheim fellowship but 
whose official biography in Who’s 
Who lists no degree. He was 


(continued on next page) 





PERON and EDUCATION 


(continued) 


listed however in the U. S. Siate 
Dept. 1946 Biue Book as a Nazi 
agent.” Many of the banished edu- 
cators have fled to Mexico City. 

Serioss student disturbances 
have been reported with large 
sections of the university student 
bodies demanding ‘‘academie free- 
dom” and freedom of truth for 
the schools of Argentina. But 
police and, apparently in some in- 
stances, the army has been used 
to suppress these stude it demands, 


The latest reports, however, in- 
dicate that the pressure o7 the 
resistance has gotten so great 


that Peron has been compelled to 
become more conciliatory and it is 


rumored that a new “Free Uni- 
versity” wil! be launched by Ar- 
gentine scholars and “purged” 
professors. 


Very little of this has been re- 
ported in the U. S. because of the 
quick and overwhelming clamp- 
down by the American Catholic 
hierarchy if any news service 
should dare to cover it adequately. 
‘The Catholic Church is highly or- 
ganized with a military discipline 
and unity, consequently the church 
is able to bring the threat of boy- 
cott to such an effective degree 
that the American commercial 
press does not want to face it. As 
every observer knows, the same 
pressure is sometimes exerted 
against the movies. Protestant- 
ism, greatly divided and with large 
masses of its members indifferent 
and unwilling to yield to any 
measure of spiritual discipline, re- 
mains unable to exert a compar- 
able influence that would provide 
America with a more balanced 
religious situation. 


THE COST OF LIVING 


What does it cost a family to 
live in decency in the U. S.? 
Newspapers are full of reports 
concerning the higher wage scales 
and higher costs of living, but 
when the Dept. of Labor published 
the results of a two year survey, 
revealing that a family of four, 
living in modest decency, had to 
have $3200 to $3600 a year, the 
survey was given the brush off. 

The reason for this is not hard 
to find. Tons of publicity and 
paid advertising has been put out 
concerning the great increase in 
American wages, implying that 
the worker is better off than ever 
before, but the Government sur- 
vey reveals that with the average 
factory worker earning $2650 2 
year he is st‘ll frora $500 to $900 
short of earning a decent living 
wage by ordinary American stand- 
ards. But many workers do not 
have year around employment, so 
they fall still further short of 
minimum requirements. Hence 
millions of American mothers and 
housewives are compelled to neg- 
lect their children and take jobs 
to aid in family support. 

(continued in third column) 
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STATESMEN 


We cannot lift the cost of the past war from the shoulders of oppressed 
humanity without severe economic dislocations, but we can lift the costly 
threat of future wars that drags at their fest and hearts. The fact that 
all the common peoples of the earth are sick and tired of war and only 
want a chance for peaceful living with their families and neighbors 
means that there is no reason for continued suspicion and hatred. The 
common people are not hating each other today except where propa- 
ganda is deliberately used to inflame them. The voice of religion seems 
to be the only voice of sanity in a world so long dominated by blind and 
hysterical men that it has been hard for reasonable statesmen to break 
away from the spell these evil influences have cast upon mankind. Our 
only hope is that men will begin to see their problems through the eyes 
of a spiritual vision that can cast off the blur of selfishness, greed and 
nationalism. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


racial hatred to motivate his program. And not only did he fool 
a lot of Germans into believing him but also many important 
people outside of Germany. He obtained political and financial 
support from many English, French and American industrial 
leaders. (Remember the several American corporations our 
Government had to bring into court in order to force them to 
sever their mutually profitable relations with the Nazis?) The 
same world of industry and investment, which backed Hitler, 
laughed at Gandhi. The little man who used fasting as a great 
publicity instrument drew the attention of the hundreds of mil- 
lions of Asia to his own self-imposed plight as a symbol of their 
own weakness, suffering and need. When the millions of Asia 
once got awakened, the white empires began to fall apart, for 
the moral force of the whole world soon congealed behind the 
little man who often quit eating. Gandhi is now using his 
strength in an effort to draw his own India into a larger realiza- 
tion of their responsibilities. A starving little brown man on a 
straw mat, with a homespun cloth around his waist, is making 
the be-medaled generals, admirals, dictators, kings, presidents, 
congressmen and prime ministers all seem like a rather tawdry 
assemblage,——because, while they are all seeking power, the 
little man has found it. 


URMA, as it also achieves independence, has inaugurated a 
Socialist regime. Like India, the trend is towards a moderate 

but antt-Communist socialism, The British are smartly falling in 
line with this development. Many British business men are begin- 
ning to see the good fortune of their having a Socialist Govern- 
ment in London to deal with these new Socialist Asiatic states 
which were formerly British colonies and where British invest- 
(continued on next page) 


THE COST OF LIVING 


(continued) 


The labor unions are making a 
close study of this survey and 
will use its material for the next 
series of wage raise drives. 

BREAD The ultra-fluffy, ultra- 
white American loaf of bread has 
long been known to be about the 
least nutritious of any bread in the 


world. If you don’t believe this, 
buy some tasiy heavy-crusted 
French or Italian bread or the 


dark rye and whole grain Euro- 
pean breads, and you will see 
what we mean. But don’t blame 
the bakers with this situation, for 
they will show you that they have 
been compelled by public taste to 
produce ever fluffier and whiter 
and hence less nutritious white 
bread. But the whole commercial 
baking process has been hit a 
hard blow by the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of 
Science. At their recent annual 
meeting, one of the world’s lead- 
ing physiologists, Dr. Anton J. 
Carlson, reported experiments he 
and his colleagues had made in 
which they had found that a 
chemical widely used in bleaching 
wheat flour is actually a poison 
that will produce convulsions and 
fits in dogs and is believed to be 
responsible for many disturbances 
in human beings. The bleaching 
agent, a compound of nitrogen and 
chlorine, has been found in lab- 
oratory tests to convert proteins 
into nerve poisons. The effects 
on dogs were produced after feed- 
ing them large quantities of white 
bread bleached with this agent. 
Dr. Carlson explained that few 
humans ate enough white bread to 
produce these extreme results on 
the nervous system,—however, he 
added that there is a strong pos- 
sibility that it does exert a similar 
deleterious effect on the human 
nervous system and that it may 
be a contributory factor in push- 
ing potentially unstable personal- 
ities over the line! Over 90 per 
cent of the white -flour produced 
in this country is bleached by this 
gae. Beeause of tho influential 
commercial interests involved, 
this significant report was given 
little opportunity for a hearing. 





MYSTERY The U. S. gave 
China millions of tons of Ameri- 
can equipment which was in China 
and on Pacific islands after the 
war. Recently the Bethlehem 
Steel Co. bought a million tons 
of this equipment from China to 
use as “steel scrap” in the U. S. 
Some of this equipment has also 
been bought by other American 
companies which transported it 
from islands the Chinese have 
never seen. Other countries have 
also purchased large amounts of 
this equipment from the Chinese. 

We gave the stuff to China to 
help Chiang and the Nationalists, 
—-now they sell it back to us and 
to others! Who paid for it and 
who gets the money? 








THE HUMAN ELEMENT 


Many things which never get 
reported harmfully affect Ameri- 
can foreign policy. Some of these 
are seemingly trivial but they 
keep happening continuously until 
their influence mounts. 

While many of our civilian ap- 
pointments to European areas are 
carefully made and achieve re- 
sults, many are ill-chosen political 
appointments that do much harm. 
Men and woinen arrive as “ex- 
perts” who are almost totally un- 
prepared for their jobs, know 
nothing of Europe, speak no for- 
eign language, and are sent out 
in payment of a political debt or 
because they have a sister who 
married Congressman So’n So. 
And, as Devere Allen of WO Press 
reports, Americans also often 
parade their luxuries, flash about 
in shiny new official cars. Some 
comparatively minor American 
executives receive salaries larger 
than the Presidents of Switzerland 
or Italy, and many American 
women secretaries get twice as 
much as their European associ- 
ates. 

ACTUAL THIEVERY also re- 
flects on American prestige. Bé- 
cause high Army officers are 
shocked and do their best to stop 
it, little is reported. In one oc- 
cupied country, an old castle, 
furnished beautifully with rare 
antiques, was stripped. When its 
South American owner returned, 
she found sympathy and indigna- 
tion in top military circles and 
was authorized to commandeer 
any of her things she could find, 
—with manpower provided for the 
job. The furniture was found— 
packed for shipment to the U. S. 
The silver was finally located in 
the home of an American officer 
who said he didn’t know where it 
came from. “Didn’t he know,” 
grated the South American, “that 
it wasn’t his?’ 

FOOD is another source of in- 
creasing strain between Ameri- 
cans and Europeans. The mayor 
of one town reported the bitter- 
ness of his townspeople, all hun- 
gry and a few almost starving 
who watched some American sol- 
diers out in the square throwing 
fresh doughnuts at each other. 

Rumors in Europe have it that 
people in the U. S. eat the neart 
out of a slice of bread and throw 
away the crust. What wonder, 
—in view of the great number of 
crusts collected from American 
mess halls in Berlin. Several 
thousand German employees at 
U. S. Headquarters have recently 
been given permission to salvage 
crusts, formerly thrown away. 

The general rule is that U. 8. 
forces cannot give the remnants 
of any provisions to the Germans 
but must truck them outside of 
town to be thrown away. Not 
even the Germans doing this work 
have been allowed to take any 
food home, though some American 
soldiers turn their backs when the 
(continued in third column this page) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


ments are still very large. The new Socialist Governments would 
look with great suspicion upon any Tory government in London. 
But most conservative British business men are realizing now 
that there is good sense and good fortune in the present British 
Commonwealth political situation no matter how much they had 
fought the Laborites at home. British business groups in Burma 
and India are rapidly transforming their eastern organizations to 
bring in native leadership and are inaugurating such reforms as 
an equal wage status for both native and English employees,—a 
thing that would have been simply unheard of and incompre- 
hensible to the old Tory mind. But it is paying dividends to the 
British business men, and nothing can turn a Tory’s viewpoint 
like dividends! 


A THIRD ROUND OF WAGE DEMANDS and wage 
increases, which are now beginning to appear in various 
scattered industries, will soon be breaking out into a full tide. 
Demands are in the offing in the textile, rubber, steel, railroads, 
maritime shipping and in many other assorted industries,—as the 
worker tries to catch up with the cost of living (see report in other 
column on Standard of Living). 


HE TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION is one of the largest and 
most powerful unions spear-heading the battle over the closed 
shop. No one can accuse this union of Communist leadership. 
The printers have for decades carried on an exemplary pattern of 
responsibility both to worker and employer. But the Typographi- 
cal Union is maintained on the closed shop idea. They require 
years of apprenticeship on the part of the young printer before he 
can really enter the wage market, and as a result of this policy, 
the American printing trade stands the highest in the world in 
skill and accomplishment. But such a system, the printers believe. 
demands the continued protection of the closed shop so that em- 
ployees cannot hire inadequately trained men at low wages and 
thus break the ranks of highly trained responsible craftsmen who 
get and deserve high wages. The present scene of the struggle is in 
Chicago where the publishers of all the great Chicago papers have 
combined to use the Taft-Hartley law to break down the closed 
shop of the Typographical Unions. The-strike battle which has 
been going on since November is a strategic one and will have far- 
reaching consequences. It is costing both publishers and union 
thousands of dollars every day it continues. 


HE CURRENT REPORTS that the deflation of currency in 
Russia was an indication of a weakening situation in the 
Kremlin should be discounted. It would be very encouraging to 
our capitalistic minds to retain that belief, but here is what the 
leading authorities on Russia are saying about the financial maneu- 
vers in the Soviet. 

First, that the Soviet has told the world again that the revo- 
lution has not changed. Russia has not been “‘getting capitalistic 
by degrees’’ as we have fondly tried to believe. It was true that 
the intellectual and management classes were beginning to save 
and hoard whatever wealth they could, but with one stroke Com- 
munist leaders have put the revolution right back where it was in 
1930... .they wiped out all individual accumulation of wealth 
and put the common farm or factory worker, who is raising a 
family and has no surplus, right back on top. The ruthlessness 
and utter disregard of individual sentiments that characterized the 
collectivization of the soil and industry 17 years ago still remains 
undiluted. 

Second, Russia is thereby preparing to play a two handed 
game. While they maintain an absolute production-for-use econ- 
omy within the Soviet, they are, by development of their gold 
mines and the accumulation of a vast gold hoard, prepared to 
meet the moves and counter-moves of the capitalistic world which 
basically still believes only in gold-backed wealth. The Soviet 
could thus stabilize their own managed currency with gold—if 
need be—and meet any capitalistic bid or economic move with 
“capitalistic’’ gold. When you ponder that in connection with 
the Marshall plan, war preparations, foreign trade, etc., you see 
that Russian leaders are not dumb and helpless as we so fondly 
wish to believe. 





CORRECTION In our issue of December 8 we inadvert- 
ently included the Machinists Union, independent, among those 
unions which were yet under strong Communist influence. We 
regret the error and proffer our apologies. 





THE HUMAN ELEMENT 


(continued) 
trucks are dumped and pretend 


not to see what the workers have 
rescued from the dumps. 

This rule against giving away 
food remnants leads to surrepti- 
tious “collecting.” This can be 
dangerous,—recently some am- 
munition exploded in a refuse box, 
killing one and wounding several 
of the children who were rum- 
maging in it for food scraps. 

GOOD EMPRESSIONS The 
international Student Exchange 
which has brought many Ameri- 
can students to Europe has had a 
very helpful influence in spreading 
better understanding. They have 


come to work and learn; few 
playboys aré in their ranks. 
Wherever they go, they make 


friends and win esteem. They try 
to acquire the European lan- 
guages; they have humility; they 
make honest efforts to grasp the 
clashing European points of view. 
And the outstandingly fine im- 
pression left by religiously motiv- 
ated workers, such as those of the 
American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, the Church World Service, 
and other such groups, has been 
a modern miracle, both as to the 
actual physical aid accomplished 
as well as the regard and even 
affection they have won. 
Actually, many of the Congress- 
men who batted around the Con- 
tinent last summer made excel- 
lent impressions for their fair- 
ness, eagerness to learn the truth 
and honest hard work. Unfor- 
tunately some of the other kind 
received the most publicity! 





A VALUABLE LIBRARY 
does not have to be a big lib- 
rary! Many Christian laymen 
are building small, compara- 
tively inexpensive personal 
libraries of lasting significance. 
Many have asked us to help 
them in that task. We are 
recommending at present that 
volume of immense importance 
by Arnold J. C. Toynbee, “A 
Study of History,” a popular, 
but scholarly, study of world 
history by one of the world’s 
greatest historians who 1s also 
a Christian layman. This book 
is $5. (Publ. Oxford Press) 

Another book that makes a 
good companion volume for 
Toynbee’s work is the popular 
study of America by John 
Gunther, “Inside America.” 
Mr. Gunther’s book will give 
you much documentary back- 
ground material for reports you 
have seen in Between The 
Lines. “Inside America’ also 
sells for $5. (Publ. by Harpers) 

Both of these books are large 
comprehensive works of last- 
ing importance. Our Book 
Dept. will be glad to save you 
time and inconvenience in pur- 
chasing these or other volumes. 
Send us your check or money 
order and we will mail them to 
you postpaid. 














